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Local First Grader does 
something quite different during 

Memorial Week 
 
When Samantha (Sami) learned that she and 
each of her classmates would be planning their 
own “Beary Special Week” and that they could 
pick their own “Beary Special Day” to bring in a 
parent, items from home, make ice cream 
sundaes, crafts or anything they chose to share 
with their classmates, she chose to have the 
class do something “Beary Special”  for 
surviving military children. 
 
As most of us know young children like fun things. They enjoy being surprised, toys, treats and anything else that 
sparks and keeps their interest.  
 
Sami’s classmates had no idea what was planned during her Beary Special Day, but thought she might bring in a 
parent also. Little did they know that she would have something different planned and all eyes lit up when they saw 
a large number of unstuffed Teddy Bears being brought in.  
 
Sami had chosen to hand-stuff large teddy bears for children who had lost a parent during his or her service 
overseas with her own Operation-Send A Hug. Each child participated in hand-stuffing their teddies, making a wish 
on a star that was placed inside and handwriting special messages to surviving military children. Each attached their 
own message to each bear with a ribbon. The messages varied, but they all sent warm wishes, letting the other 
child know that they had a friend, asked them not to be sad and to hug their teddy when they were.  
 
Ms. Williams’ first grade class of 23 will be putting smiles on children of our fallen and are the very first 1st grade 
class in Gaithersburg to participate in Operation Send A Hug.  
 
The Children of Fallen Soldiers Relief Fund, Inc. (www.cfsrf.org) is a non-profit 501 (c) 3 organization that was 
founded in October 2003 as a means of providing College Grants and Financial Assistance to surviving children and 
spouses of U.S. military service members who have lost their lives in the Iraq and Afghanistan wars. They began 
receiving hand-stuffed teddies from members of the First Congregational Church of Swanzey, NH last year and 
have been sending them out to be presented to our fallen heroes children.  
 
"The joy that is received by one small child when he or she receives his or her personally hand-stuffed teddy is 
immeasurable.”  “The tears of our young can often be erased with one hug from another and what better person to 
share in offering a hug and a little joy to another child, but another child,” said Rebecca Campbell, Founder of the 
CFSRF. 
 
On behalf of the Children of Fallen Soldiers Relief Fund, Inc., we thank Sami, Ms. Williams, Sami’s parents, Lillian & 
Brian and of course all her classmates for reaching out to our military children in such an amazing way. 
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